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Childhood and education 
 

3 November 2020 
 

Back on the road of success for all, while protecting pupils and staff 
 
During the lockdown, primary and secondary pupils will continue to go to school in compliance with 
the protective measures and with the obligation to wear a mask for all pupils in primary schools, as 
was already the case in middle and high school and for adults. Crèches also remain open. 
 

Health safety at the heart of the new school year 
 
Crèches, schools, secondary schools and high schools remain open with a reinforced health protocol, 
including the compulsory wearing of masks by pupils from primary school onwards. 
 
In accordance with announcements made by the President of the Republic, all pupils are welcome in 
schools, secondary schools and high schools. 
 
A reinforced health protocol is applicable starting from 2 November 2020. It is based upon the 
recommendations of the High Council for public health. 
 
In practice, this protocol translates into the reinforcement of several measures. In fact, the 
combination of a strict respect of protective measures (wearing a mask, hands washing, etc.), regular 
ventilation of the premises and a reinforced limitation of student mixing contribute greatly in reducing 
the risks of contamination. 
 
Wearing a ‘general public’ mask is now compulsory for all pupils in primary schools, as it was already 
the case in middle and high school. 
 
Ventilation of the premises is reinforced and systematic, with complete ventilation at least every 2 
hours. 
 
The rules regarding the mixing of pupils are also reinforced. 
 
Extracurricular care (ventilated centres) is also maintained, as are specialised care structures for 
children in physical or psychological difficulty, in particular medico-educational institutes. 
 
Higher education 
 
Training and competitions are also subject to exceptions and may be held in compliance with health 
measures. 
 
As far as higher education is concerned, the establishments remain open. However, the reception of 
the public is now limited in higher education establishments to certain specific cases. In particular, 
lectures are now delivered remotely. Exemptions are possible for practical or technical courses which 
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could not possibly be organised remotely (certain apprentices’ training centres – CFAs – , agricultural 
installations, laboratory experiments, etc.). Generally speaking, this is the case when using specific 
equipment or products or when learning a professional skill that requires face-to-face pedagogical 
supervision. 
 
Several university services are maintained: reception of students by appointment in the university 
libraries and documentation centres and in rooms equipped with computers; takeaway sale of meals 
provided by the university restaurant; reception by appointment in the administrative services; access 
to preventive medicine and health promotion services and social services, social activities organised 
by student associations, laboratories and research units for doctoral students. 
 

Wearing masks in schools and educational establishments 
 
For adults: supervisors, administrative staff, teachers, legal guardians of pupils, masks are compulsory 
at all levels, including in exterior areas of the school (playground, etc.). 
 
For pupils from 6 years of age (elementary, middle and high school students): the wearing of masks 
is compulsory, including in the outside areas of the establishment. 
 
For pupils under 6 years of age (in nursery schools): the wearing a mask is not recommended, in 
accordance with the WHO recommendations. 
 

Special cases 
 

• In school canteens: no masks are worn when seated, but precaution is taken as far as possible to 
respect physical distancing and to avoid mixing groups of pupils;  

• in sports practice: under the supervision of PE teachers, no masks are worn, but physical distancing 
is maintained;  

• in boarding school: no mask should be worn during sleep. The beds are more than 1 metre apart;  

• In the case of a particular pathology and on the advice of the attending physician, a student may be 
exempted from wearing a mask;  

• for the most precarious families: masks have been provided by the competent social services. The 
school can also provide masks to pupils who are in a precarious situation and do not have them.  

 
Employers are required to arrange arrival and departure times to limit rush hour traffic. 
 
For the public service, full teleworking will be applied to all those who can. Post offices and public 
service desks will remain open.  
 
In addition, workers who present a risk of developing serious forms of infection and those who belong 
to the household of people with a risk of developing serious forms of infection and who cannot 
telework or are insufficiently protected in the execution of their activity may consult their GP or 
occupational physician for a declaration of interruption of work and a certificate of isolation. 
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