
 

 

 

Integration 
 
 

Continuity of the Republican integration Programme (CIR) 
during the lockdown, and the progressive easing of the 

lockdown 
 
 
The health crisis and the accompanying lockdown have led the French Office for Immigration and 
Integration (OFII) as well as the Directorate of Reception, Support for Foreigners and Nationality 
(DAAEN) to set out measures to continue  their mission to provide guidance  and foster the integration  
of newly-arrived foreigners during this period.  

The Republican Integration Contract (CIR) training programmes during the lockdown 
 
Foreign citizens who were summoned, after the issuance of the first residence permit, to sign their CIR 
during the lockdown, and thus benefit from its training and guidance programmes, could not be 
received on the OFII reception platforms. The new summons were sent out after the reopening of the 
OFII's reception platforms as soon as the confinement ended. 
 
In the meantime, foreigners who had already signed the CIR and started their republican integration 
programme before the lockdown period were offered French lessons remotely. These online trainings 
have been offered since March 16, when the lockdown began, in all regions except overseas 
departments. They are open to levels A1, A2, and B1 of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages. Time spent attending these remote courses is counted within each CIR 
signatory’s integration programme. The proposed format is 24 hours per week for a maximum of four 
hours per day.  
 
The training providers also offer distance training courses on the civic component of the CIR for French-
speaking foreigners. This training programme is similar to the one normally conducted in person: it 
involves a full day of activities, including the screening of a slide show, work in small groups, answering 
questionnaires, and then sharing the answers to these questionnaires. 

The Republican Integration Contract (CIR) training programmes in classroom sessions 
have resumed  
 
As of 11 May, classroom sessions of language trainings have resumed, and now also include nearly all 
civic trainings throughout the country. Some training organisations have figured out how to alternate 
between remote and face-to-face learning to be able to maintain the social distancing. The trial for 
distance learning ends on September 30, from then all trainings will take place face-to-face.  
 
 



 

 

DAAEN also finances  digital learning materials for newly arrived immigrants, that enables  them to 
learn French, understand the Republic’s values and the functioning of French society. These freely 
accessible materials usefully complement the CIR trainings to facilitate progress towards 
independence and integration into French society.  
 
 
All of these trainings are accessible on computer, tablet and smartphone. 

For more information 
 
Contacts: http://www.ofii.fr/ofii-en-france 
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